In the face 


After Hurricane Katrina struck New Orleans so forcefully 
that it left the city under water and hundreds of people dead, 
the fallout of the geographic and socioeconomic structure was 


soon evident. In a matter of days, NJDOT employees sprang 


into action. 


Some gave money 

To meet the needs of the flood victims, employees donated 
$20,300 to the American Red Cross. Those who collected were: 
Lori Cook and John Dourgarian, Commissioner’s Office; Janice 
DeJohn, Administration; Sandy Deon and Pat Dyer, Finance 
and Administration; Lisa Adam, Cindy Vitella and Lauralee 
Rappleye, Engineering and Operations; Susan Lackey, Region 
North; Jean Poplasky and Cindy Price, Region Central and 


Bernie Shaw, Region South. 


Other donations included the Credit Union of New 
Jersey, $2,000; Employee Memorial Committee, $200; and the 


Headquarters LOGO Store, $100. 


NJDOT’s annual golf outing chaired by Howard 
Immordino raised another $2,000 through the generous 
donations of winners Will Day, Mike DeAngelo, Debbie 
Kingsland, Marty Livingston, Dennis Meszaros and Paul 


Truban. 


The American Red Cross disaster relief focuses on meeting 
all victims’ immediate physical and mental needs and helps 
them to resume their normal lives. The organization feeds 
emergency workers, handles inquiries about displaced family 


members and provides blood if needed. 
Some gave time 


When Assistant Commissioner of Operations and 
Emergency Management Coordinator Jeff Callahan got the 
call from New Jersey Office of Emergency Management (OEM) 
for equipment and logistical staff support to the NJ State Police 
Task Force and to NJ Urban Search and Rescue (USAR) Swift 
Water Component in New Orleans, he knew his employees 


would respond positively. 


Two-week rotations were scheduled. John Ciccio, 
Automotive Mechanic in Central Region was deployed on 


replacement attempts. 
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In the aftermath of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, the Interstate 10 
Bridge to the 9th Ward in New Orleans has sections missing despite 


Sudol, Principal Transportation Analyst, followed on September 7. 
James Farrell, Sr. Transportation Analyst and Craig Cameron, 


Automotive Mechanic, left for New Orleans on September 17 and 


September 3 with the USAR Swift Water Component; Robert 


NJDOT strikes gold with Route 18 Extension project 


“The history of Raritan Landing 
is unique,” said NJDOT Archaeologist 
Dave Zmoda. He said that it rivaled 
New Brunswick across the river for the 
shipping trade along the east and interior 
New Jersey in the 1700s. 

Three hundred years later, the new 
Route 18 Extension in Piscataway has 
received the national gold award from 
The National Partnership for Highway 
Quality (NPHQ). NJDOT won the award 
together with Gannett Fleming Inc. and 
Slattery Skanska, Inc. 


NJDOT Archaeologist David Zmoda and 
Consultant Mark Tobias examine an iron key 
during the Raritan Landing excavation at the 
Bernard LaGrange house in 2000. 


Terry Garvey, Sr. Transportation Analyst, and Mark Williams, 
Automotive Mechanic, left on September 30. 


Continued on page 2 


“The Route 18 extension work, 
opened ahead of time in 2004 within the 
original budget,” said Robert Templeton, 
NPHQ Executive Director. “It not only 
eliminated a severe traffic bottleneck of 
long standing, but completed the ‘missing 
link’ in the New Jersey state highway 
system in Piscataway Township.” 

Acccording to Templeton, few 
projects are as multi-faceted as this one. 
“In awarding this honor we looked 
at how the New Jersey team handled 
the many aspects of the project — 
archaeological / historical, environmental, 
and socioeconomic,” he said. 


Continued on back page 


Beautifying the state is a reality 
through NJDOT’s Good Neighbor 
Landscaping program. Communities and 
organizations benefit with artfully placed 
plants, shrubs and trees along roadways 
to beautify the area and to keep it green. 

There are successful examples 
throughout the state. 

Morris Frank Park on Route 202 
in Morristown was created through 
a successful partnership between the 
Morristown Green, Inc., and NJDOT. 

The small traffic island owned by NJDOT 
became a more appealing pedestrian 
connection to the Green through creative 
landscape design. The park includes a 
symbolic location for an image of Morris 
Frank, blind from childhood, being led 
among traffic by Buddy, the first guide 
dog for the blind in the United States. 

Other recent Good Neighbor 


Continued from front page 


According to Sudol, who was assigned to the NJ State 
Police as Assistant Logistics Officer in a law enforcement task 
force of seven local, county and state police teams, their mission 
in New Orleans was to do a house-to-house search and to 


restore order. 


“The trip took 37 hours and when we arrived in Kenner, 
a suburb of New Orleans, we were housed in an athletic field 
gymnasium and slept on cots,” said Sudol. “Our specific job 
was to secure resources to support the mission, like an electric 
generator, a decontamination tent for showers, water tankers 


and a catering company. 


“According to the New Jersey State Police, our first wave 
mission was a success. The final briefing showed that 5,800 
residences were searched, 85 people were rescued and 53 bodies 


were discovered.” 


Deputy Commissioner James 
Snyder distributed diplomas to 21 
NJDOT graduates of the Certified Public 
Manager (CPM) program at ceremonies 
held at the Trenton War Memorial 
Building in August. 

Among the 153 state employees who 
completed the program and earned this 
professional credential this summer were: 


landscaping projects are the gateways to 
Pt. Pleasant Beach on Routes 35 and 88 in 
Ocean County and to Fair Lawn on Route 
208 and Fair Lawn Avenue in Bergen 
County that are colorful with seasonal 
flowers and shrubs. 

The program operates through 
a Department of Treasury contract 
administered by NJDOT’s Landscape and 
Urban Design Bureau managed by David 
Byers. 

“With this program the Department 
can address landscaping needs on a 
timely basis with landscape engineering 
on the highways,” said Byers. 

“We've designed numerous 
plantings in New Jersey’s towns and 
along our rights of way. Future projects 
will guarantee that New Jersey, the 
Garden State, will continue to have 
greener roadsides for years to come.” 


The second deployment traveled to New Orleans on 
September 17 and stayed through September 30. 

“Jim Farrell and I stayed in Kenner at the school,” said 
Craig Cameron. “My job as a mechanic was to maintain the 


police cars, the SUVs and the light towers. We were there when 


Hurricane Rita hit, and we lost electricity, so it was important to 
keep those towers lighted.” 

Manager of NJDOT’s OEM Art Egan praised the efforts of 
Owen Morris, Principal Transportation Analyst, Terry Garvey, 
Sr. Transportation Analyst, Nancy Ciaruffoli, Administrative 


Assistant 3, Harold Neil, Executive Assistant, and Executive 


Assistant Mike Moran. 
“The response by NJDOTers to volunteer was a real 
testament to their desire and their readiness to aid and assist in 


times of emergency,” said Egan. 


Nazhat Aboobaker, Jacqueline Briel- 
Fenton, Caroline Carmody, Kiong Chan, 
Larry Cotton, Michael DeAngelo, Scott 
Deeck, Cynthia Dey, Prakash Gandhi, 
Stephen Iorio, George Kuhn, John Maida, 
Dhanesh Motiani, David Mudge, Kiran 
Patel, Ruth Pecarsky, Frank Prezioso, 
Wendy Smith, Cheryl Taliaferro, Girish 
Thakkar and Lance Weight. 
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The American Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Officials (AASHTO) presented NJDOT’s 
Succession Planning team members with the 2005 Pathfinder 
Level of Achievement Award in the Team Excellence Category 
in July. 

Manager Pat Barton, Administrative Analyst 2 Chrystal 
Section-Williams, Personnel Assistant 3 Fredlyn Schloss and 
Secretarial Assistant 2 Anna Vereen received the award. 

“This annual award is given to government agencies 
who are carving out a new path,” said Barton. “We are only 
the second state DOT in the country with a formal succession 
planning program.” 

NJDOT began its Succession Planning Program to groom 
and develop high potential employees in February 2002. 


Working Well New Jersey issues walk.challenge 


Join yourfellow NJDOT 
employees in the E&O Building lobby 
for a kickoff walk on October 21 at 
noon as part of a statewide fitness 


program. Working Well New Jersey, burn calories, 


The Magic Cottage day care center located in the 
NJDOT Headquarters complex officially closed its doors 
this month. A lack of enrollment by NJDOT employees 
caused the facility to move to Yardley, PA. 

Formerly known as DOT TOT, the facility provided 
affordable child care for employees’ children. Opened in 
1986 by former Commissioner Hazel Gluck, it was the first 
state-sponsored child care facility. 


Obituaries 


a Department of Personnel program, 
signals the beginning of a six-week 
statewide walking challenge to state 
employees to improve their health and 


NJDOT participants can follow 
the arrows painted on the sidewalks 
around the Headquarters campus. To 
register and get more information, 
check the NJDOT Intranet. 


Employees are invited to participate in testing the new 
5-1-1 travel information system that NJDOT will launch 
statewide in early 2006. The national system enables the caller to 
obtain traffic and construction information on any state highway 
by dialing 5-1-1. 

During this test, employees should call 1.866.511.6538 
(when launched it will be simply 5-1-1) and follow the audio 
prompts. 

Statewide Traffic Operations requests that those who 
participate in this pilot eet fill out the online Intranet 
survey or e-mail nj5- : . There is also an 
opportunity to offer your comments while on the phone. 


Principal Clerk Typist Brunetta 
Williams-Mims died August 20 
in Trenton. Survivors include her 


husband Lonnie, sons Leonard 

and Darius Thompson, her mother 
Alberta Thompson, sisters Daisy 
Lewis, Delores Reynolds, Geraldine 
and Denora Thompson, brothers 


Anthony and Joseph H.Thompson Jr, 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren and 
her sister-in-law Florence Mims. 
Micro-electronic systems Technician 
Jerry Magner died on August 29. His 
wife Elizabeth, children Melissa, Theresa, 
Michael and Erin, parents Gerald and 
Joan, sister Kelly Album and his brother 


Kevin survive the Region North 
employee. 

Sr. Engineer David Crisp of the 
Bureau of Materials died September 9. 
His mother Gwendolyn and father 
Alfred, and his brother Ted survive 
the former NJDOT Employee of the 
Year. 
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“But before they could even begin, 
complicating the project was what 
lay beneath — archaeological remains 
and artifacts of Raritan Landing, an 
historic 18th Century port community,” 
Templeton said. 

The reconstruction of Route 18 in 
that area could not begin until the $5.8 
million data archaeological recovery 
project was completed. Funded by 
the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA), it was the largest historic site 
excavation ever undertaken by NJDOT 
and included excavations for mitigating 
impacts caused by Route 18 on a site 
that was on the New Jersey and also the 
National Register of Historic Places. 


NJDOT involved the public in every 


step of this project. 


The excavations were open to 
the public for tours. Zmoda said that 
hundreds of school children and adults 


witnessed the recovery of historic artifacts 


that included ceramics, spoons, knives, 

musket balls, a brick collared well lined 
with cobbles and even midden (refuse) 

deposits. 

Zmoda said that there are plans 
to bring this information to the public 
through a report, a video, a museum 
display and lesson plans. 

The NPHOQ conferred a total of 12 
top quality awards nationally this year, 
and has announced two other states 
for a 2005 gold award — Colorado and 
North Carolina. NPHQ is a partnership 


of federal and state highway officials and 


highway industry leaders. 
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